Rotary’s Legacy & the Challenges of Climate Change 
By Alan Anderson – 2017
Science summary:

1. Burning coal, oil and natural gas, adds carbon dioxide (CO2) to the atmosphere

2. Humankind is burning fossil fuels at an increasing rate each year

3. Due to the slowness of the natural carbon cycle, CO2 is increasing in the atmosphere,


up 43% since the 1800s, increasing from 280 ppm to 403 ppm today
4. As a powerful, long-lived greenhouse gas, increasing atmospheric CO2 prevents some long 

wave radiation (heat) from escaping back into space, thus warming the atmosphere.
5. On the current trend line of increasing atmospheric CO2,  global air and ocean temperatures 

are slowly rising, changing the climate as we know it, disrupting normal weather

patterns and raising sea levels toward permanent coastal flooding.  
6. Impacts will be irreversible!  They will impact the world’s poor first and worst, and so . . .  

                          Rotary’s good work in the world, is all at risk.
7. Decreasing atmospheric CO2 is the ONLY solution.  It IS possible, if we take action!
Will you help, for your kids’, grandkids’ and all future generations’ sake?
__ 1.  Write & call  your state & nat. Representatives & Senators, asking them to support energy 
conservation, renewable energy and efforts to reduce CO2 emissions (like a “revenue-neutral  
carbon fee & dividend”).  Google your reps’. names for addresses and phone numbers. 
__2. Join organizations which are working on reducing CO2 emissions, like Citizens Climate Lobby  
www.citizensclimatelobby.org  or www.350.org .  
This adds your name & voice to their lobbying & education efforts.
​​__ 3. Become well educated on the issue, based on science, not pundits or fossil fuel companies’  PR.  
See www.ncdc.noaa.gov/indicators & click “Warming Climate”.

Read “Merchants of Doubt” by Oreskes.   Subscribe to www.dailyclimate.org (free)

__ 4. Work to understand and reduce your own “carbon footprint” (your family’s CO2 emissions).  
Google “Reducing carbon footprint” for ideas & methods.
__ 5. Courteously challenge climate change skeptics, with real science, from www.skepticalscience.com   
Get their free smart phone app, to look up challenges & the science-based answers on the spot.

__ 6. Spread the word.  Help Alan get other speaking engagements with schools, 
service clubs, church 
groups, etc.  Two people in a living room or an auditorium 
full.  Groups large or small - no cost to 
them.  See contact info below.

__ 7. Encourage Rotary to get involved with climate change education and challenges, nationally and 
internationally, to protect our good work in the world.
__ 8. Join Rotary’s new  Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group at http://esrag.org 
Finally, this is an unprecedented challenge to humankind.   Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do something.  There are plenty of reasons for hope . . . IF WE ACT!
Skeptical or have questions?  Email me and we’ll have a friendly talk about the science.

Know others who would like a similar climate talk?  Contact me: Alan Anderson, Northfield Rotary Club member, at luckyduck49@gmail.com, or cell: 507-301-4673.  
